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8am Congregation                              Peter Kell 
The 8am service is a warm and friendly gathering of God’s people using the Archbishop of 

Sydney’s Liturgical Panel Common Prayer book 2012. There are 3-4 communion services and 

one service of word and prayer each month. 
 

Attendances vary from 45 during the winter months to 65-75 in the summer. The 

congregation is a dynamic one and has been enriched in 2016 by a number of new people 

joining the congregation. 
 

Those attending are active in many aspects of the life of St Michael’s including growth 

groups, High 5 Plus, walking groups, EFL, the Court ministry, adopt-a-block and Friendship 

Service.  Some are active volunteers for Anglicare. 
 

The depth of fellowship in the congregation is enhanced by many of these activities involving 

large numbers of the congregation enjoying ministry together.  
 

Pastoral care is exercised by many members of the congregation visiting those who are 

either unwell or are former members of the congregation whose health no longer allows 

them to attend regularly. On these visits the Bible is read and prayers are shared. 
 

The members of the 8am congregation have been well taught and have continued to grow in 

Christian maturity in 2016. They share the Vision and Mission of the Parish and they care for 

each other and are active in caring for those less fortunate than themselves. 
 

There is an amazing web of contacts in the wider community amongst those who attend the 

8am service – they are involved in an extensive range of community activities outside the 

Parish. In 2016 folk were encouraged to use these “third place” relationships to develop 

opportunities for gospel outreach. 

 

10am Congregation                      Liam Shannon 
What a privilege it is to serve the body of Christ at the 10am congregation along with Reg 

Piper. 10am has been my family’s Church for the last 6 years and we love our Church family 

for its diversity in age and nationality. I praise God and give him thanks for the many people 

who serve our 10am Congregation both in upfront roles as well as behind the scenes. I am 

also particularly thankful for our 10am Leadership team and look forward to serving 

alongside them in 2017.  
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Kid’s ministry at 10am continues to develop and we’re very thankful for those who served in 

2016 and have already appreciated the work of our 2017 team. 
 

We give thanks to God for continuing to bring many newcomers along each week. What a 

privilege it is to not only welcome them but to help them grow as disciples of Jesus. In God’s 

kindness, along with the faithful ministry of our members, we have seen our numbers grow. 

Over the last three years, we’ve seen our average attendance increase from 116 in 2014 to 

132 in 2015 to 152 in 2016. Roughly a 15% increase per year. However, there are growing 

pains! As 2016 progressed, at times it became a little tricky finding a seat especially for those 

who arrived late. And so it is with both excitement and fear that I look forward to two new 

services starting on the 30th April.  
 

Please pray that the new 10am (9:30am from the 30th April) will continue to reach more and 

more people who are lost without Jesus, that we’ll cope well with the changes and that more 

people will be welcomed and discipled well! 

 

5pm Congregation                        Sandy Grant 
We delight to see families of different shapes and sizes, along with a range of others at this 

congregation. It’s been good to welcome new families and individuals throughout the last 

year. We’re grateful to the kids’ and youth ministry teams who teach God’s word to the 

different age groups. We enjoy kids’ meals and light refreshments for adults afterwards to 

enable our fellowship to linger on.  
 

Many of the rosters are glad to receive new members from time to time, but right now, we 

especially need new volunteers for the kids’ meals and adult refreshments.  
 

The 5pm ministry team has included Stacey Chapman, Ian Swainson, Jenni Williams, Mel 

Conner, Michelle Gajus Read and Jeff Robinson and met several times in the last year. One 

initiative we tried was the movie night, showing ‘Babe’, just before Christmas, which saw a 

reasonable number of 5pm-ers and families from English classes mingling in the hall.  
 

One challenge I see for us at 5pm is to ensure consistency in attendance. I’m not talking 

about the impact sickness can have, but rather the many other competing demands of sport, 

music, dance, shopping, birthday parties, work, home renovations, going out, etc.  
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The kids’ ministry teams, the service leaders, music teams and preachers put a lot of effort 

into ensuring there is a balanced and systematic diet of Bible teaching, enhanced by prayer 

and praise in word and song.  
 

It’s hard to get the most out of it if you only get there on and off. I doubt most of us take that 

approach with our kids’ music lessons or sporting teams. More importantly, God is worthy of 

our worship. And the church, for whom Christ shed his precious blood, needs every body part 

present and playing its part to build each other up in love.  

 

7pm Congregation - Night Church            
Liam Shannon and Andy Stevenson 

Night Church is a vibrant and growing community of youth, uni students, young adult 

workers along with some parents and the young at heart! In recent years many long term 

night Church members have moved to other services to help serve or even have families, 

most notably 10am. On the other hand, as high schoolers grow some transfer in to Night 

Church.However, God has given us many new people, either transfer growth of people 

moving to the Gong for work or study or people new to Church. So we have continued to be 

a strong community of young people. With the new initiative ministry ‘Wednesday nights’, 

it’s exciting times! 
 

We are increasing the frequency of Newcomer, Connection and Vision nights, with people 

encouraged to join growth groups, service ministries and get on mission! The Wednesday 

night ministry is simply an extension of our growth groups with a strong focus on community, 

having dinner every week, larger group talks, question and answer segments, guest speakers 

and interviews.  
 

Recently the amount of new people serving in roles that make the Church service happen has 

been high, with around one third of the service involved in all kinds of ministries: welcoming, 

music, hospitality, up front roles, etc. It has also been great to see parents be more involved, 

as are the youth. We look to a strong year for Night Church, with the team having many new 

ideas being implemented, all centered around helping people know Jesus and make him 

known. 

 

Cathedral Chapter                               Sandy Grant 
The Cathedral Chapter is the regional advisory body for St Michael's in its 'Cathedral' 

function. It comprises local representatives from our congregation, as well as regionally 
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elected and appointed clergy and lay persons. The Chapter does not meet often, but it 

reminds the local members to think regionally, especially as a voice to the city of 

Wollongong. 
 

But the Chapter’s most important function is crucial: to act as the search committee in the 

case of a vacancy in the Senior Minister's role. Unlike most parishes, the Archbishop makes 

the appointment here, but his choice must be confirmed by the Chapter. So in practice they 

have an important role in choosing a future replacement.  

 

Church Soccer             Murray Barker 
St Michael’s were excited to put forward 2 teams into the local Illawarra Christian Soccer 

Association (Church League) in 2016. We were looking to reach out into the community of 

those already attending our church, new students and those looking for a church. Using our 

links with FOCUS and various other sources we were able to gather international students, 

members/non-members and non-Christians to play. 
  

Our goal here was to reach out by making friends through sport. Our hope was that it would 

be a chance to bring glory to God in how we played and interacted with each other, and 

other teams in the competition. We were able to get guys between 16-50 years of 

age playing and we always had a strong sideline of supporters of all ages come along on a 

weekly basis. 
 

We have thankfully seen some wonderful results through this work both in our Christian 

walks and in all friendships that were built here, and will God willing continue to see results 

in the future. We are proud to say that our 2nd Div. team was able to win the premiership 

with plenty of help from our 4th division team! Our 4th Division team, while unfortunately 

not achieving the same final result, showed great enthusiasm in every game and were an  

encouragement at all times. 
  

Particular thanks to Mitch Walker and David Russell for accepting captaincy for each of the 

teams, Jeff Robinson for Team Chaplaincy and for all of our weekly supporters!! Please pray 

for us as we head into our 3rd season! 

 

Courthouse Ministry      Michael Hickman 
After completion of major renovations within the Court House, we re-commenced providing 

morning tea in April 2016. The situation for us has been amazing, as previously we were in a 
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corner with a counter and a rather small cupboard in which we had to store our tea and 

coffee etc. We now have our own room, complete with fridge. This, I think, is a good 

indication of how important the Court system views our presence. We would like to invite 

anybody to pay a visit on a Tuesday or Thursday between 9 and 12 noon - check it out - you 

may wish to join the team! 
 

Thank you to our St Michael’s parishioners, both male and female, who volunteer their time, 

usually one morning per month. We offer help, in an unconditional manner with no 

questions asked, to those in the Court precinct. I feel this to be a very low key but valuable 

outreach. We will, of course, never know what effect we may have had on a person, but it is 

interesting when you receive a question like “do you get paid?” or “which Church are you 

from?” and the classic “what religion is that?” Christian tracts or St Michael's information 

brochures are available at no cost. Any donations, in excess of our overheads, are donated to 

Anglicare. 

 

Easy English Service       Joe Radkovic 
St Michael’s is in the great position of having increasing numbers of people coming 

each Sunday. A major area of this growth is international university students, refugees, and 

migrants. 
 

To accommodate our growth, the two morning congregations are about to be changed into 

three: 8am and 10am becomes 8am, 9.30am and 11am.  
 

We will then have a total of five congregations on Sundays: PrayerBook at 8am, All Ages 

at 9.30am, Easy English at 11am, Families at 5pm, and Youth at 7pm. 
 

11am is expected to begin with about 50 people, about half of them from non-English 

speaking backgrounds who currently struggle with the level of language used and the speed 

of speaking. 11am will be designed to especially serve these people, but still feed the whole 

congregation by teaching the deep riches of God’s love in Jesus Christ as found in the Bible. 

As we bring friends to St Michael’s, we will naturally bring them to our own congregation. 

But if they are struggling with the language, then we have the option of taking them 

to 11am. 

The whole of St Michael’s will have to change and adjust to make our five congregations a 

success. We are one St Michael’s with one vision: to see more and more disciples of Jesus, 

shining like lights in our city. The new congregation is one way we are trying to achieve our 

vision.  
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English For Life – Tuesday 10am & 7pm   Stacey Chapman 
In 2016 Tuesday mornings continued to be a hive of noisy and happy activity in the church 

hall, as around 40 students and 10 helpers each week gathered for English for Life classes. 

This year we continued to work with classes at four different levels, and an additional class 

focusing on literacy. After the classes each week, Sue Radkovic leads an easy English Bible 

study. The evening class also continued, with a focus on conversation. 

We have heard just this week that we have been awarded a grant from Anglican Deaconess 

Ministries (which Sue applied for) that will allow us to purchase new whiteboards and other 

resources for our students, and are thankful for that provision. 
 

It has been an encouraging and exciting year and we have much to be thankful to God for. 

We have had the great privilege of making friendships with people from all over the world, 

and seeing the students make deep friendships with each other. We have seen the gospel 

explained, and helped people to wrestle with the truths of the Christian faith. We have again 

seen people come to faith in Jesus as Lord at great personal cost.  
 

I am grateful for those who have served the ministry faithfully over many years, and for 

those who have joined us more recently. This year we have again farewelled some to other 

ministries, and are thankful to God for raising up others to serve in their place. If you love 

Jesus and have a heart for people we would love you to join us, and to pray for our ministry. 

Please continue to pray for Sue Radkovic as she coordinates the ESL ministry for the whole 

region, and for the ministry at St Michael’s and the students who come. Pray that they will 

come to know Jesus as Lord. Pray that we will love them well and teach them about Jesus.  

 

Evangelism               Joe Radkovic 
Earlier this year I met with one of our retired members, who would never have considered 

evangelising others himself, because “that wasn’t him” and he “wasn’t capable of doing it”. 

We read the Bible together using a very simple but well thought out method. He then started 

reading the Bible with a friend who was new to St Michael’s. His friend would now call 

himself a ‘proper Christian’, not just a church goer, and he has been a part of this change in 

his friend’s heart! 

I would love to continue meeting with individuals or groups to encourage ways to help others 

consider God. 
 

The last 6 months has seen my main focus change. I am now a part of setting up the new 

morning congregation, which will begin on the 30th April this year. It has the twin goals of 



St Michael’s Cathedral AGM 2017 Ministry Reports 

Page 10 of 24  

helping more people attend St Michael’s each week, and to better serve those from non-

English speaking backgrounds. This is in line with our vision - to see more and more disciples 

of Jesus shining like lights! 

 

Friendship Service                                Sheila Stockdale  
The Friendship Service, on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, has over the last 12 months 

welcomed and encouraged all who have attended. The average attendance is 30 people who 

are blessed by the hearing of God’s word and sharing in The Lord’s Supper together. 
 

We are grateful to those who bring the less able from The Links residence and other homes 

in the parish. Our thanks go to the wonderful group who provide our delicious light lunch and 

birthday cake each month. 
 

Everyone is always welcome to attend the service and/or help with transport. If you know of 

anyone who would like to attend the service please let us know. 

 

Growth Groups and Maturity             Liam Shannon 
My prayer for St Michael’s is that we would all grow a deeper understanding of God that fills 

our hearts with a deeper love for Him. Along with the regular systematic expositional 

preaching of the Scriptures on Sundays and other informal word and prayer ministries, our 

Growth Groups are a key vehicle for growing in our relationship with Jesus, as well as our 

love for one another. 
 

I am very thankful to God for our hard working Growth Group leaders. They are very precious 

to this church and do incredible ministry in teaching the word faithfully, praying and caring 

for God’s sheep in their groups. 
 

Training our Growth Group leaders is an incredible privilege and some of the topics we 

covered last year included ‘Equipping God’s people’, ‘Going from the Old Testament to 

Jesus’, ‘Reading the Bible using the Uncover Method’ and an ‘Overview of Luke’s Gospel’. 
 

One of our strategic goals as a church is to deepen in spiritual maturity. To achieve this we 

believe it is important to increase the number of growth group and youth group leaders from 

75 to 105 by 2020. We don’t just want to be a church that grows in numbers but we want to 

be a church that grows in maturity. And we are persuaded that this is made possible when 

we can provide more growth groups for people to join. Therefore this means we need more 
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leaders. And although God continues to provide us, leaders, we hope, under Christ, that we 

would be more intentional this year in how we go about recruiting, training and caring for 

our leaders. Please pray that we may make good progress in this area and that it’ll bear much 

fruit. 

 

High 5 Plus               Faye Kell and Lyn Kenrick 
High 5 Plus is a social gathering for Christian fellowship & getting to know you. Targeted at 

over 55 yrs – retirees, we welcome all comers whatever age. This ministry has met now for 

about 11 years, & about 30 - 40 attend, having enjoyed fellowship with well over 80 friends 

over this time.             
 

A picnic lunch 5 - 6 times a year has been our format, with a mid-winter Pot Lunch in the hall. 

A sausage sizzle at the Kenricks’ was a highlight of 2016 - thank you Lyn & Phil.  

We are all grateful to God for the fellowship, the hands on contributions shared by all, 

and the spirit of love we experience at our gatherings.    

 

Integration                 Andy Stevenson 
Helping people join the Church family of St Michael’s is a great opportunity and privilege. We 

must be thankful to God for the many numbers of people he brings to our Church services 

and in turn, Church family, every week! Sometimes it is a clear process for people; coming 

along to Church, meeting people they might know or click with easily, enjoying our services 

and joining a group and then being involved in a service ministry. For others, they come and 

go for a while, take time to connect, but get there in the end. However, some don't and while 

this is sad, we do what we can.  
 

Each individual is different and joining an established and large community of people can be 

hard, but it is clear that many at St Michael’s help others by simply loving them and getting 

to know new people so they might become family. Our growth in recent times has been 

quite fast and large; it has also been diverse in age and cultural background. Excitingly we 

continue to get seekers come to Church and want to know more of spiritual things and how 

to become a Christian. Praise God for His generosity in this.  

The process of meeting, inviting, helping people join the right ministry, group or next step 

has become more well known across our Church; clearly evident in the growth in numbers at 

our services. Relationship connecting events, newcomers’ afternoon teas and café nights 

have helped the integration of new people with the goal of helping people know Jesus, grow 

in maturity and make him known. 
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JBS – Sunday 5pm                                     Eltham Cook 
Junior Bible Study (JBS) meets to study the Bible during the 5pm Sunday Service. It is for 

children in Years 6 to 8 of families in church. Whilst the youth are encouraged to bring 

friends, the focus of JBS is to develop Christian maturity. The leaders of JBS for 2017 are 

Eltham Cook, Robert Anderson, Sophia Wynne, Joshua Thomas, Amelia Burke and Courtney 

Mead. Joshua, Amelia and Courtney have newly joined the team for this year. 
 

Through Bible study, discussion and prayer, JBS aims to challenge and encourage the youth 

to take their faith seriously, including reading the Bible and praying by themselves during the 

week, being an active part of the church community particularly through service, and to 

discuss their faith with their peers and parents.  
 

JBS have continued this year on the youth and children’s ministry wide teaching plan. During 

first term JBS have been studying Matthew 1- 8. During 2016 JBS studied John 9-17, Isaiah, 

John 18-21, and Titus. JBS also studied the Two Ways to Live Gospel outline, including 

strategies to engage friends and discussion of common questions. 

 

Kids @ 10 (PK12 / yr 3-6 / JBS yr 7-9)      Andy Stevenson 
Our kids and leaders have been working hard through Luke’s gospel for much of 2016 and 

have continued to do so in 2017. This has been wonderful working slowly through a Gospel 

like this. The kids have been able to follow along the story of the life of Jesus, how he loves 

people, shows us how live and love others. It has been clear to see the kids understanding of 

Jesus grow and in turn their faith in him too. 
 

The 10am service has been steadily growing for a couple of years and the start of 2017 saw a 

spike in growth again. It is fortunate that we have been preparing for this and have extended 

the size and experience of our leadership to grow with the service. The number of younger 

children has particularly been high which is great for our Church and future.  
 

Faithful servants James Rout, Jake Robinson and Shari Lester have finished doing kids 

ministry. Ellyn Parker, Meaghan Gates and Daniel Pritchard have joined the team and all have 

experience in kids ministry at other churches.  With some of the new leaders having music 

skills alongside existing leaders, the team has taken our music ministry up a few levels and 

the kids have enjoyed this. In 2017 so far, each week there have been new families and kids, 

which is very exciting and kept our kids’ ministry busy, thanks be to God! 
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Kids @ 5 – Sunday 5pm                        Stephen Dewhurst 
Kids@5 is the Sunday school program for kids in school years 2-5 at the 5pm service. We seek 

to partner with parents in discipling children into a lifelong mature faith in Christ.  

 

In 2016 we saw the exciting addition of three youth into the leadership team: Thomas Chin, 

Jacob Hailstone and Eugenie Thomas, in addition to the existing leaders Stephanie McEwan, 

Eliza Anderson, Brendan Vassallo and head leader Stephen Dewhurst.  
 

Last year we kicked off in Luke, were challenged by Ecclesiastes and also the kids’ favourite 

Jonah. We were all encouraged by the growth seen in the kids both in maturity and 

understanding of the wonderful gift of Jesus.  
 

Particularly encouraging has been seeing Tom, Jake and Eugenie who have faithfully over the 

weeks continued to be excited, patient and loving in sharing the good news with the 

children. Their energy and keen desire to see the kids grow has been an immense 

encouragement as they get alongside the kids and faithfully live and preach the gospel.  
 

The close of the year saw Eliza retire as she takes on full time primary school teaching. Eliza 

has been a great servant of the team and a thank you cannot begin to cover the great joy it 

was to have her with us. This coming year sees another of the youth stepping up, Abbey 

Whitelock, who we are excited to have on team. 2017 looks to be another exciting year as we 

seek to make Christ known to the children at Kids@5.  

 

Kids’ Club – Thursday 4pm                        Josh Hayward 
Kids’ Club at St Michael's over the past 12 months has been exceptional, with relationships 

continuing to be built with young people and families in our community. Kids’ Club aims to 

be a place where young people from years 2-6 are able to meet, play games and have fun, 

and be challenged by the gospel of Jesus. 

 The last 12 months has seen much growth at Kids Club, with many new kids coming along 

and being connected into the community. A large number of these kids have now left Kids’ 

Club, due to being too old. However, our loss is the youth ministry's gain, with these kids 

transitioning into a more age-appropriate program. It has been exciting to see God at work 

over the past few months, with kids being challenged with who Jesus is, and what his life, 

death and resurrection means for their lives! 
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The team this year is made up of Andy Stevenson, Kerrie Luscombe, Penny Barclay, Josh 

Hayward, and Jonty Swainson, and will be looking to grow. This team is going to be working 

hard this year, preparing talks, games and activities, and investing into the lives of these 

children over the coming year and beyond. 
  

We are immensely thankful for those who have been praying for this ministry, and those who 

have been kind enough to provide afternoon tea. We would love prayer for continual growth 

of the kids; both in numbers and spiritual maturity, and that leaders would continue to be 

able to selflessly teach the gospel of Christ with humility. Please pray that all of this would 

result in young people coming to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. 

 

Marketview Consultative Committee          Sandy Grant 
Marketview is a student accommodation residence operated by University of Wollongong 

(UOW) on land held by the Anglican Church Property Trust on behalf of St Michael’s. It 

operates as a hotel in the summer months of December and January when students are 

away.  
 

The parish earns significant lease income (now ~ $225K p.a.) which is distributed according to 

ordinance (Anglican law) passed by Standing Committee of our Diocese. The 10 year rent 

review process was concluded without fuss late in December, with UOW accepting our 

revised rent suggestion based on the valuation we had received (via Rob Aubin of MMJ). We 

appreciated the way the Uni engaged in that process. 
 

A large amount of the rent goes into a Conservation and Maintenance Fund to help pay for 

our very expensive conservation obligations on our heritage listed buildings, especially the 

Cathedral. 15% of the balance is shared with the Diocese more widely to help fund diocesan 

mission expenses. Some of the balance can be used by the parish for general expenses and 

some is tied to property expenses.  
 

We have quarterly meetings with UOW on the "Marketview Consultative Committee" to 

ensure we remain good neighbours.  
 

Their Accommodation Manager reported that they again expect full occupancy of 144 beds 

available. Student ratios are about 60:40 female:male, and 55:45 Australian:International. 

Among the overseas students there are about 24 nationalities, with Chinese and Malaysian 

being currently the larger groups. The program there includes residential peer tutoring, 

organisation of charity support, plus social activities.  
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UOW residential services has what seems to be a pretty strong drug and alcohol education 

and behaviour approach, and also a campaign to work on awareness and prevention of 

sexual assault.  
 

UOW engages an external company to manage the maintenance of the facilities, and there is 

a regular reporting, inspection, maintenance cycle plus a capital works program for 

redevelopment over time.  

 

Men’s Ministry                                 Mark Middleton 
The year of 2016 kicked off with a spit roast ‘meatfeast’ where around 50 blokes met to 

break the St Michael’s record for a backyard gathering. To the surprise of a lot of blokes not 

only was salad served, the majority was consumed. It was a great way to start the year and 

get blokes enthused about the coming opportunities and connecting with each other. 
 

There were a number of more informal activities throughout the year, providing 

opportunities to meet up in smaller groups and participate in a range of activities. The two 

major events once again were; ‘The Gong Men’s Day’ offering fellowship with like-minded 

men from the Illawarra and a challenge from the Word; and Basecamp (the re-badged Men’s 

Convention), which saw around 25 

blokes challenged to ‘Crawl, Walk, 

Run, across the finish line and STAND 

FIRM.’ As advertised, for those who 

attended it was an opportunity to 

‘Renew Your Strength’ and an 

encouragement to ‘Finish Strong’. 

Although it was winter the weather 

was perfect and we had a great time 

of fun and fellowship. If you missed it 

in 2016 be sure to book in for 2017.  
 

A big thankyou to the blokes involved 

in 2016. Our focus remains to 

connect and engage the men of 

St.Michael’s by providing 

opportunities for conversations, 

encouragement and service. 

StMicksmen	-	Men’s	Ministry	
 

We are about connecting the many existing Men’s ministries within the 

St.Michael’s community and coordinating key events each year and a 

number of smaller StMicksmen Meetups. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another” 

 

	
	
	

GROWING	MEN	

FRIENDSHIP	
'Be	a	Barnabas'	

Be	there	for	Fellowship,	Encouragement,	
Sharing,	Rela onships,	Mutual	Support,	

Walk	together	in	Christ	

MENTORSHIP		
'Pursue	a	Paul	-	Be	a	Paul'	

Ac vely	look	for	/	offer	-	Support,	
Encouragement,	Accountability,	Role	

Modelling	of	Biblical	Headship	

DEVELOP	
'Train	a	Timothy	-	Be	a	Timothy'	

Offer	and	Accept	Leadership,	
Encouragement,	Accountability,	

Learning,	Humility	
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Competing demands in already time poor lives, and clearly communicating the message are 

ongoing challenges. We require help in meeting these challenges so prayerfully consider how 

you can get involved. In late November at the inaugural St.Michael’s Ministry EXPO Day we 

launched an outline of what the Men’s Ministry at St.Michael’s is about (see previous page). 

In 2017 we will continue to work at facilitating the growth of men by providing opportunities 

to connect and work on friendship, mentorship and development. Please join us in this 

endeavour. 
 

Mini Mike’s Playgroup – Thursday 9:30 - 11am      Liz Shannon 
Mini Mike’s is a Playtime for children (0-5 years) and their Parents/Grandparents/Carers. We 

play, sing songs, read stories and do craft together and aim to connect with young families in 

the area. It is our hope that as we build relationships, share our lives, read the Bible and sing 

about God, that those who do not know Jesus, may come to trust in Him as their Lord and 

Saviour, and that those who already know Him may be encouraged and built up in their faith 

as they teach and care for their little ones. 

We remain ever thankful for the tireless work of our leaders (Morwenna Baird, Kim 

Stevenson, Chantell Willis, and Nicole Pirie) and for the helpers that have come to assist 

during each term through the organisation of Jenni Williams and Chantell Willis. 

God has been very kind in continuing to bring along people from the community and we are 

thankful for those who have come through their connections with EFL. Each year we 

experience change in our contacts particularly influenced by the completion and 

commencement of post graduate studies of parents from overseas. 2016 was a particularly 

notable shift in cultural backgrounds from predominately Middle-Eastern to those of an 

Asian background. 

We enjoyed the opportunity to talk to people about Mini Mike’s at the Ministry Expo and are 

thankful for the prayers of fellow Parishioners as a result. May God continue to answer those 

prayers through 2017. 

 

Mission News                             Sandy Grant 
Many from St Michael’s actively engage with the global mission work of CMS (Church 

Missionary Society), by direct financial, prayer and letter-writing support of our link 

missionaries, but also by attending and serving at CMS Summer School, and their MMM and 

Milimani youth and children’s camps. This helps inform and motivate us about the part we 

can play in global mission. 
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In 2016, we hosted a visit from Catherine Read (student ministry in Ireland), during her final 

home service, as she concluded her time with CMS. The Parish Council also determined to 

become a primary supporting church for Seth and Kate, who are now ‘missionaries-in-

training’ with CMS in Melbourne, with the intention in serving an unreached people group in 

Asia. Seth was a member here while he did his ministry apprenticeship at UOW.  
 

It is also tremendous that so many of you support AFES (Australian Fellowship of Evangelical 

Students) on campuses in Australia. Pray for people like Richard Chin, Rob Copland, Janette 

Waddell, James Kerr, Jon Baird, Varun and Divya Varghese, and James Chen at Wollongong, 

and Pete Sorrenson at Deakin Uni, and Pete Boyd at FOCUS, RMIT, in Melbourne, etc. 
 

Parish Council allocated 2017 Mission of the Month as follows (covering direct evangelism, 

and development aid, along with ministry training, education, and Scripture promotion, local 

and international): 
 

January      Church Missionary Society  

February    Anglicare 

March        Moore College, & Anglican Aid: Overseas Ministry  

May           Tim & Siew Mun Nicholls (Equip Malaysia) 

June        Church Missionary Society 

July     Bible Society, & Scripture Union  

August   Wollongong Combined Churches Education Board 

September  Church Missionary Society  

October    Regional Indigenous Ministries  

November  Youthworks 

December  Church Missionary Society 
 

Just use the ‘mission of the month’ side of your offertory envelopes. For electronic funds 

transfer, just write ‘mission of the month’ in the description. 
 

Parish Council’s policy is to only promote these Christian ministries, adopted as a Mission of 

the Month. Apart from that as a parish we do not promote other missions or charities. This is 

simply to focus giving, prayers, and promotional energies on these groups, to avoid diluting 

our impact. But Parish Council also enables an annual opportunity to support a few other 

projects via the one-off annual Thanksgiving Day in September. 
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Pastoral Visiting           Cindy Hickman 
Our purpose is to visit people, so that we can encourage them to trust in the words from the 

Bible… it could very well change their lives and yes, we have actually experienced this 

exciting change in people.     

We have a team of visitors, who willingly communicate with those who find it difficult to get 

to our Sunday services or to the monthly Friendship Service – sometimes visiting parishioners 

when they are in hospital or even home visits or to many who are in Nursing Homes.    

Reading the Bible, listening, chatting and praying – can be very rewarding – it also can 

develop a pleasant friendship to the benefit of all. 
 

We thank those who have faithfully visited for many years – for the care that they have 

shown – for the prayers they have said, the Bible verses they have read out aloud – it can be 

so rewarding to experience the peace and comfort that takes over their lives, when they 

realise that they can truly trust in God, for their heavenly home.    
 

We could always have more visitors to call on when needed – if this is something that you 

feel you would like to do, please leave your details at the office or on a comment card – it's 

an important part of fulfilling our mission to proclaim Christ. 

 

PK1@5 - Sunday 5pm                                           Lara Hilliard 
PK1 is a ministry designed for children in Preschool, Kindergarten, and Year 1, who attend 

our 5pm service, with the hope that they will learn more about God, His character and how 

He works in our lives, hearts and world. Our team working in a complementary partnership 

with their parents in this endeavour: helping them to grow and develop their relationship 

with their heavenly Father through a faithful teaching of the gospel in a way they 

understand.  

This year we are continuing with the Kidswise ministry program, and will be covering the 

book of Luke over two terms, interspersed with 1 Samuel in Term 2, and 1 Corinthians 12-16 

in Term 4. This year we are hoping to continue building upon core elements of our program, 

such as prayer groups, where we split into small groups and help teach the kids how to pray. 

For this we adjusted the TSP (Thanks, Sorry, Please) prayer format, focusing particularly on 

saying “thanks” to God, and “please” when we need help. 
 

The team from last year will be continuing on for this year, with Lara Hilliard as Head Leader, 

as well as Lachlan Moodie, James Wearing, Lili Copland, Ned Pratt, Rachel Grant, and Shania 

Perl rounding out the team. This year the team will again be providing an extra leader for 
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crèche, to help create more continuity for both the children and leaders, each leader will be 

rostered on for a full term on crèche. 

 

Primary SRE                                    Andy Stevenson 
Every year it is truly amazing the privilege we have been given by God in SRE (=Special 

Religious Education) to teach scripture, the Bible, to children in our public schools across 

NSW. In particular our Church has teachers in 12 different schools in and around central 

Wollongong. In recent years it has been worrying to deal with negative media and small 

community groups who are anti-SRE and I have often written about this in AGM reports. 

However, we really need to be more positive, God is totally in control and as it says in 

Matthew 6, we need not worry!! 
 

I am very thankful to our scripture teaching team and note that this year none of our 

teachers have finished up. Some have moved around schools and we have recruited a couple 

of new, younger teachers, for which we are very thankful! Training each year, learning 

curriculum changes, doing the preparation, all takes time, in which these volunteers give of 

themselves in service of Jesus every week. Please pray for them and continue to consider 

whether you could help out and become a teacher too, it’s amazing! 
 

Our Kids’ Club has continued to steadily grow from kids inviting their friends and direct 

contacts from our SRE classes. In fact in the last few weeks we have had students come to 

Kids’ Club and Kids’ Church on Sunday from Wollongong, Coniston and Gywnneville Public 

Schools, because of SRE, praise God!   

 

Safe Ministry                                   Mia David 
It is a requirement from the Diocese that anyone who is involved in ministry with Children 

and Youth undertakes accredited training. During 2016 more than 75 people from St 

Michael’s completed Safe Ministry Training. This involved completing the whole course (Safe 

Ministry Esentials for children, youth and vulnerable people), or the Refresher course, for 

those who have completed the initial training. We also ran a Junior training course. 
 

Training was offered by Anglican Youthworks, as well as by our Parish Trainers, Garry and 

Mia David. St Michael’s now has an additional accredited local trainer: Nicole Pirie. 
 

In the light of evidence presented to the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to 

Child Sexual Abuse, the Professional Standards Unit of the Sydney Anglican Diocese has 
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mandated that where an individual is more than 30 days past their SM expiry date, the whole 

Essentials course must be completed before the person concerned can re enter any ministry 

with Children and Vulnerable People. 
 

Additionally, it is a government requirement that anyone involved in ministry with children 

has a valid Working With Children Check number, which must be verified by our parish. To 

date St Michael’s has verified over 150 people as being available to work with our children. 

 

SBS - Thursday 7-9pm                         Andy Stevenson 
It has been a true joy and pleasure to lead SBS over the years with many different leaders. 

2016 saw the end of a long tenure in Dave and Lauren Russell; Dave had been leading for 8 

years in youth ministry and Lauren 6 years. SBS has grown quite strong in recent years and 

these two have contributed to the health of the ministry, the lives of the young people and 

their growth of faith in Jesus. Excitingly this has led to a new ministry beginning in 2017 for 

young adults on Wednesday nights, where Dave and Lauren head up a new team. It’s a  

natural progression for senior youth. 
 

Our senior youth continue to be shining lights for Jesus in their schools, sharing Jesus with 

their friends and leading in various schools’ lunch time groups. Many youth are also involved 

in leadership across our kids’ ministry at St Michael’s and this has been a great addition to 

our teams.  
 

At youth group we have worked slowly though Luke’s gospel, in parallel with the Steadfast 

youth group and all kids ministry teams. This has been enriching and enabled youth at 

varying levels of faith and knowledge to engage with the Bible and grow in Jesus. Our camps 

continue to be highlights for our youth - KYCK youth conference, Leaders in Training camp 

and our own youth camp are all very well attended and great for our youth community as a 

whole in growing together as God’s people. 

 

Steadfast – Friday 7-9pm     Josh Hayward and Matt Shannon 
St Mick's Youth is represented by two groups over two nights. The juniors (years 6-8) meet as 

Steadfast every Friday of the school term from 7-9pm in the church hall. We aim to grow our 

youth to be mature in Christ, be challenged by the gospel, and shine as lights for Jesus in 

Wollongong. This last year has been a great year, seeing the youth grow in their passion for 

Jesus and desire to share him with others. 
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 It has been great to see many new faces this year, as well as many familiar ones. We look 

forward to seeing them again in the year ahead. We'll be continuing to challenge each other 

from the Bible, and pushing each other to love, follow and serve Jesus! 

 With a slightly different team from last year, we are still keen to share the gospel and our 

lives with the young people of St Michael's. Our leaders for 2017 are Jonny Hann, Ali Miller, 

Geoff Miller, Josh Hayward, Sami Engel, Matt Shannon, Megan Greaves and we welcome Jo 

Stacey to the team. We are immensely grateful for Lara Hilliard and her service over the past 

three years, which we all appreciated, as she is now focussing on PK1. 
  

This year we will be continuing on in the book of Luke, as well as looking at the books of 1 

Samuel and 2 Timothy. We would love prayer that our leaders would continue to model 

Christ in our words and actions, teach faithfully, and that our youth would be committed to 

each other and to Jesus. 

 

Sunday Services and Music                         Sandy Grant 
The aim of the ‘Sunday Services Portfolio’ is to develop high level standards of service 

structure and style for our Sunday congregations, for preaching, for music, and so on. This 

means occasionally reviewing how we do things, and resourcing the many volunteers up 

front and behind the scenes, who help us assemble as the body of Christ.  
 

In the last year, we’ve been able to run in-service training seminars for those praying 

publicly, for Bible readers, and for AV operators, using the new mixing desk, with thanks to 

Geoff Miller who has overseen that upgrade and training.  
 

Following consultation with music leaders across congregations, we added another half 

dozen songs to freshen up our contemporary play list, and expect some more this year. 

However we are conscious of retaining the best older hymns and songs too, whether in 

traditional form, or sometimes with fresh tunes.  
 

With the addition of the late morning Easy English Congregation, please pray for musicians, 

AV operators and ushers in particular. There will be some pressures, and the need for 

patience and cooperation, in the tighter transitions between service starting times.  
 

For example, ushers may be asking congregation members to move out of the Cathedral 

more swiftly for conversations to occur in the courtyard or halls instead. Likewise musicians 

may need to rehearse in the hall before their service, and then only have time to ‘plug in’ and 



St Michael’s Cathedral AGM 2017 Ministry Reports 

Page 22 of 24  

‘sound check’ more briefly in the actual Cathedral. AV operators may need to take more 

advantage of pre-set settings for different services available via the digital sound desk.  

 

Walking Groups  
Men                 Michael Hickman                                                  
This group meets at North Beach at 8 am each Wednesday morning, regardless of what the 

weather might be doing. If it rains, then we cut out the walk and head straight for coffee. 

Before leaving we always commence with a Bible verse and a short time of prayer. The walk 

is for around 30 minutes, then we head to either Mud Cat or Bombora coffee shops, where 

we have time to enjoy a coffee/tea and to recognise birthdays and to chat together, often in 

a manner that is quite supportive of each other - it's amazing how many medical conditions 

are discussed. Being a men's group, there is naturally also a little ''sledging'' - but all harmless 

fun. We have an enthusiastic group - one week we had 19 starters, but our average is 16. 

Christmas time, we kept it simple, with coffee and muffins at Aqua Coffee shop. 
 

The Cycling Group has 4 regulars, and have had as many as 8 on one occasion, the majority 

being non church-goers - isn't that great! The offer is to any male to consider joining us - walk 

or ride or both. 

 

Women                 Cindy Hickman 
We continue weekly, meeting at North Beach each Wednesday morning at 8 am – waiting 

just south of the Surf Club near Diggies – the walking is gentle but most enjoyable as there is 

always much to talk about as you stroll along the seaside on the path toward the lighthouse 

– some stop and wait for the more active ones to do those extra steps and then it's time to 

wander back to have a cuppa at the North Kiosk. If you want to just meet at 9 am for a 

coffee, that's fine too. It's a lovely way to meet with others and to have time to get to know 

each other – we all need friends and who better than those who are happy to acknowledge 

Jesus as Lord. Each year, we also gather together for a special breakfast. 

 

WCCEB (Wollongong Combined Church Education Board)
               Andy Stevenson 
Despite a small sector of the community being quite vocal against special religious instruction 

in public education, SRE in high schools across NSW has continued to grow, consistently 

having decent numbers of students attending SRE classes. God really is working and bringing 
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about his purposes  for his people, bringing young people to consider the place he has in 

their lives despite the anti-scripture white noise…  
 

In the Wollongong area our 3 teachers; Deb Groth, Samar Mikhaiel and Ed Sowden have 

served, teaching SRE, running lunch time groups, question and answer weekly panels, camps, 

etc. Wollongong High has increased its class coverage to year 9 and 10 this current year and 

has nearly 100 students in voluntary, SRE classes. Deb has taught these students since year 7 

and so this is testament to her work and relationships.  
 

This year we have taken the big step to support the nearby, Illawarra Sports High School, 

with no SRE, but a willing and very capable SRE teacher. She works in the school already 

doing ESL, student assistance work and more. The school were happy to have Heather Grant 

teach SRE to nearly all of year 7 and 8 in the school. This now takes our weekly figure 

attending SRE across all 4 schools to a staggering 1200 students a week!! Alongside SRE, our 

4 school lunch groups total well over 100 students combined. Thank you for your sustained 

support of this ministry through prayer and finances to make this all happen. 

 

Wednesday Young Adults       David Russell 
Our Goal: To Intentionally disciple young adults in community 
 

How we plan to move further towards this goal: Engage with young adults at St Michael’s, 

evangelise to our community, establish believers in Jesus, and equip (train) them for ministry 

and community. 
 

Our target group is young adults, which is loosely defined as anyone from 18-40. However, 

we are intentionally targeting uni students and young workers - both groups that are 

sometimes overlooked in church ministries. We meet on Wednesday nights from 7pm - 

9pm in the church hall, or occasionally at other locations for social nights. 
 

We only launched "Wednesday Nights" in term one this year, but so far we have an average 

of 35-40 people attending each week. We eat dinner together each week and in term one 

we've been studying Colossians. 
 

There is a great team of leaders who seek to plan, pray and be involved in this ministry. 

Leaders include Ian Parker, Meagan Gates, Beth Russell, Alyssa Vaartjes, Paul Vaartjes, 

Teagan Hunter, Josh Engel, Brendan DeMeillion, Liam Shannon, Lauren Russell and David 

Russell. 
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If you would like more information about this ministry feel free to contact Dave or Lauren 

Russell. daveandlaurenrussell@gmail.com 

 

Women on Wednesday (WOW)            Jenni Williams 
For the past 19 years Women on Wednesday has been the main St Michael’s ladies’ Bible 

study, where women from all congregations can meet together to study the Bible and pray in 

order to grow in godliness and be encouraged in their walk with Jesus.  We are able to offer a 

crèche for preschool children so that new mums can study without distraction. We are 

grateful to Parish Council who enable us to employ Jodie Madry as crèche director and also 

to a few faithful volunteers who help out regularly. In 2016 Stacey Chapman was able to train 

3 new leaders so that in 2017 we have an experienced leader and a new leader with a 

mentor, for each group. In 2017 we hope to be trained up to mentor the younger women 

who lead our youth and children’s programs. 
 

In 2016 approximately 35 women attended throughout the year. We also supported some 

projects outside the parish including Operation Christmas Child and Anglicare. 

 

Womens’ Ministry                         Stacey Chapman 
One of the great blessings of being at St Michael’s is the way in which women minister to 

each other in many and varied ways. This regular service of one another is the heart of 

women’s ministry. But in addition in 2016 we held and attended a number of events that 

have attempted to draw together women of different ages and from different congregations.  
 

At the beginning of the year a team was established with members from each congregation, 

to have broad oversight of women’s ministry, and in particular to plan church wide women’s 

events. Over the year we held two breakfasts and two evening events. It was delightful at 

each to see women invite friends, spend time with women they might not otherwise have 

the opportunity to be with, and be encouraged from God’s word together. 
 

We also took part in the Equip Conference in May, some of us in person, and some via live 

streaming. In September a number of us attended the G4G Women’s  Conference, where we 

were challenged and encouraged by Jenny Salt from the book of Colossians. 
 

I am enormously thankful for the support and the hard work of so many in serving the 

women of St Michael’s; in particular my team but also many others. I always pray with joy 

because of your partnership in the gospel. 

mailto:daveandlaurenrussell@gmail.com

